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long story of her life and remaining almost constant, which
it is fascinating to recognise as the Queen's hall-mark. But
these were far outnumbered by her successive changes ; and
the apparent contradictions in her story are more easily
resolved by recognition of her growth than by any effort to
reduce that slowly unfolding tale to a single formula.
Indeed, it seems almost permissible to treat the Queen's
protracted rule as a succession of three reigns of three
related sovereigns. Since they were relatives, there were
some features that they owned in common. But there were
more that they did not; and the three reigns are readily
distinguishable.

The youngest of the three was Queen Victoria I, who
succeeded to King William IV. Her reign, by far the short-
est of the three, was distinguished by a romping sort of
innocence. It was a girlish Regency, appropriately housed
at Brighton, where she rode out with aged beaux, her
ministers, and listened with admiring eyes to Lord Mel-
bourne's explanations of everything from official business
to the lamentable tone of Oliver Twist. She was succeeded
shortly after marriage by Victoria II, a widely different
type. This Queen, no less impressionable than her cheerful
predecessor, bore the unmistakable impress of her married
life, A gifted husband and his no less gifted confidant
transformed her views; there was a change of manners,
since the royal nurseries transformed her way of life ; and
it is entertaining to observe the shock sustained by former
intimates of Victoria I, when they found themselves in thq
more austere presence of Victoria II. Lord Palmerston, a
lively feature of the former Court, who used to show her how
to beat her aunt at chess and had been " the one with whom
I communicate oftenest after Lord Melbourne," was quitq
unnerved by his experience. Leaving the service of his
Queen in 1841, he retured to office half-way through 1
to find a Queen that knew not Joseph. The royal
was still the same ; not so the royal manners. Worse still
the royal views that had once been derived from Melbourne'^